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The goal of Project Ripples is to maximize employment, independence, and community 

integration for individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or DeafBlind. Building on our previous 

RSA-funded projects (2016-2026), we prepare novice interpreters to be ready for certification 

and work, using evidence-based lessons learned, enhanced by technological innovation.  

Two professional development pathways are established: 1) Specific differentiated cohort 

tracks offered for Deaf interpreters; Coda/hearing interpreters (interpreting focus); and 

Coda/hearing interpreters (linguistic focus). Cohorts include asynchronous and synchronous 

facilitated activities and supervised interpreting and reflection cycles. 2) Structured self-directed 

learning offered through eight facilitated courses aimed at developing ethical, reflective 

practitioners prepared for certification exams.  

To build capacity, we will prepare partner organizations to educate their own cohorts 

following our model, increasing interpreter readiness beyond the grant. We will scale the impact 

through national partners who have committed over $150,000 in annual in-kind donations. We 

will also pilot AI-assessment tools to increase the capacity for assignment preparation and 

reflection, and the creation of professional development plans.   

Projected Outcomes: 140+ practitioners complete the cohort pathway; 3600+ 

interpreters take the self-directed certification preparation pathway; and 12+ interpreter referral 

companies train 80+ interpreters annually after the grant cycle. This project will create a 

sustainable, scalable pipeline for preparing novice interpreters to be work-ready and certified, 

with the ripple effect of meeting the communication needs of over 5000 deaf VR consumers.  
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